
 

Greetings Patterson Lake Property Owners: 
 I hope many of you are familiar with Mississippi Valley Conservation, but if you’re not, here’s who we 
are…Mississippi Valley Conservation manages the watershed of the Mississippi River an area of 4,450 
km2 spanning from Mazinaw Lake in the west to the Ottawa River in the east. What does this mean to 
you? As a conservation authority we have a responsibility to protect land and life from the potential 
effects of flood waters, erosion and detrimental development. To do this we comment on and provide 
regulatory control over development in floodplains, along shorelines and in or near wetlands (this 
regulatory role is explained in more detail below). We also provide flood forecasting and warning 
information to our municipalities and residents; outreach and environmental education opportunities; 
and monitor numerous water bodies in the watershed.  
 
Always contact MVC before any work on your waterfront property begins. Call us at 613.259.2421, if 
you’re not sure who you need to speak to our reception staff can direct your call in the right direction. 
Staff are always glad to speak with property owners to talk about your concerns, answer questions, help 
with the application process and improve the understanding of regulations and watershed 
management. We want to hear your plans, provide advice (and a permit if necessary).  
 
We can also help you protect your property through shoreline plantings and other natural erosion 
control measures if needed. MVC offers a free shoreline tree planting program that includes materials 
and labour. We encourage you to take advantage of this program by contacting Brian Anderson at ext. 
228.  
 
The MVC office is located at 4175 Hwy 511 in Clydesville; it’s just a few minutes from Patterson Lake. 
Our landowner resources include personal help with understanding and completing the application 
process and a variety of literature about MVC, fisheries, our environment, stewardship opportunities, 
conservation areas and local tourism information. If you want to speak with planning staff in person it’s 
best to book an appointment as they regularly work outside the office completing site visits and 
inspections across the watershed. You can also find information on our website at www.mvc.on.ca.  
 
Our regulations officer inspected Patterson Lake this summer and noted many good things along the 
shore such as good vegetated buffer zones, floating docks, and permitted work. Please contact Andy 
Moore at ext. 257 to discuss your shoreline project and what activities require permission from the 
conservation authority. Andy can also address any questions or concerns you may have about other 
activities on the lake.  
 
Owning property on the water is a valuable asset and big responsibility. Remember, we all live 
downstream; this means that what happens on your property affects thousands down the river and 
throughout the watershed who rely on the water for drinking and recreation too.  

 
Suzanne McFarlane, Community Relations Coordinator 
Mississippi Valley Conservation 
613.259.2421 ext. 225 

http://www.mvc.on.ca/


 

 

Shoreline property owners are responsible for notifying MVC when they plan to work in or around the 
water. Not all shoreline works require a permit, but contacting MVC before starting any work lessens 
the risk of jeopardizing your shoreline’s stability and susceptibility to flooding as well as damage to 
habitat and sensitive ecosystems if the work is not properly planned or executed. On Patterson Lake, 
only alterations to shorelines are regulated by MVC. 
 
MVC operates under the Conservation Authorities Act. Its regulation, the Development, Interference 
with Wetlands, Alteration to Shorelines and Watercourses Regulation (Ontario Regulation 153/06 
requires written permission prior to any development within and adjacent to hazard lands such as flood 
plain and potentially unstable slopes.  Development includes construction, altering the use, and 
conducting filling activity (excavations, stockpiling and site grading). Written permission is also required 
from MVC prior to any alterations to the shoreline or for any interference within or adjacent to 
regulated wetlands.  
 
Why does MVC regulate? 
Flooded property is one example of an issue that may arise when development does not meet policies. 
Flooding can lead to loss of life; devastating damage to property; and high nutrient levels (such as 
phosphorus) which make the lake uninhabitable by aquatic species through habitat destruction and 
pollution, and dangerous to residents. 
 
MVC also acts as a first responder with regard to fish habitat on behalf of the Department of Fisheries 
and Oceans (DFO). In cases where significant alteration to fish habitat are proposed or has occurred, 
DFO will act directly with the landowner. This could also apply to smaller projects depending on the 
proposal. Failing to secure all the necessary permits may result in legal action under the relevant 
legislation, including fines and/or remedial action. Please note that MVC staff monitors lakes within the 
Mississippi Valley watershed, including Patterson Lake, for regulatory compliance on a regular basis.   
 
What is the process? 
The permitting process begins with contacting MVC to discuss your proposal for activities such as filling 
(excavating, adding or grading), construction, shoreline erosion control, docks, and boathouses.  A site 
analysis is then conducted by an MVC environmental planner in order to provide a preliminary 
assessment of any potential natural hazards associated with the property. If or when the project plan 
meets the requirements and policies of the conservation authority, the landowner can apply for a 
permit. Not all work requires a permit but landowners should verify this before starting the project. 
 
What if I complete work without a permit? 
MVC Regulations Officers regularly monitor activities in the watershed. If work is being done without the 
proper permit action will be taken. In the event non permitted work is discovered, the Regulations 
Officer will contact the landowner to discuss options. If no permit was applied for oftentimes the 
opportunity is given for the landowner to complete the proper permit application process.  If a permit 
was granted but the work was not in compliance remedial action may be requested to restore the area 
to its original state. If no permit was sought and the works required it or were not permissible at all, 
landowners may be charged under Section 28 of the Conservation Authorities Act.   
 
I want to protect my shoreline, how? 



 

Through private landowner stewardship, waterfront property owners can significantly contribute in the 
effort to maintain water quality. Stabilizing and naturalizing your shoreline are examples of good 
stewardship practices. MVC offers a shoreline planting program to waterfront residents to assist in these 
efforts. Plants, labour, and land management advice are provided free of charge to interested 
landowners. This shoreline rehabilitation program aims to restore, protect and enhance your land and 
surrounding area.  
 
Who else may be involved? 
The proponent may also have to apply for permits from other agencies such as the Ministry of Natural 
Resources (for projects that may impact the lake bed area or crown land); your local health units for 
septic permits which may be issued through the municipality; the municipality for planning approval and 
building permits; and potentially others. MVC Staff will assist landowners on who to contact. Please note 
that each proposal is individually assessed by all relevant agencies under the merits of their own 
legislation. 
The Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) is the federal government department responsible for 
protecting fish habitat. 
 
Transport Canada administers the Navigable Waters Protection Act and has policies to address activities 
(minor works) that may take place in or on navigable waters. 
 
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources (OMNR) is the provincial agency responsible for the protection 
and management of Ontario’s natural resources. Any work on the bed of the lake requires permission 
from MNR. 
 
Consult with your local Municipality for planning approvals and building permits that may be required. 
 

Agency 
Legislation and 
Permits/Approvals 

Website 
Common Activities/Applications 

MVC -Conservation 
Authorities Act, 
Ontario Regulation 
153/06 

http://www.m
vc.on.ca 
 

-Development and site alteration within and 
adjacent to the 1:100 year flood plain , 
regulated wetlands, and potentially unstable 
slopes 
-Filling Activities and Alterations to Property 
Grades 
-Shoreline Alterations including erosion 
control, docks and boathouses 
-Initial contact for works that may impact 
fish habitat such as docks and boathouses 

Department of 
Fisheries and 
Oceans (DFO) 

-Fisheries Act 
-Species at Risk 
-Operational 
statements (low risk 
projects) 

http://www.df
o-
mpo.gc.ca/regi
ons/central/ha
bitat/index-
eng.htm 
 

- Impacts to Fish Habitat 
- Docks where applicable 

Transport 
Canada 

-Navigable Waters 
Protection  Act 

http://www.tc
.gc.ca/eng/ma
rine-

- Floating Wharfs 
-Docks where applicable 

http://www.mvc.on.ca/
http://www.mvc.on.ca/
http://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/regions/central/habitat/index-eng.htm
http://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/regions/central/habitat/index-eng.htm
http://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/regions/central/habitat/index-eng.htm
http://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/regions/central/habitat/index-eng.htm
http://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/regions/central/habitat/index-eng.htm
http://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/regions/central/habitat/index-eng.htm
http://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/marine-menu.htm
http://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/marine-menu.htm
http://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/marine-menu.htm


 

menu.htm 
 

OMNR -Lakes and River 
Improvements Act 
-Public Lands Act 

http://www.m
nr.gov.on.ca/e
n/Business/W
ater/2Column
SubPage/STEL
02_163602.ht
ml 
 

-Shoreline Alterations 
-Docks where applicable 
-Boathouses below High Water Mark 
 

Municipality -Ontario Building 
Code Act 

 -Building Permits for construction 
-Septic Systems 
-Site alterations 
 

 

http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/en/Business/Water/2ColumnSubPage/STEL02_163602.html
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